
 
July 29, 2020 

Independent Study/Return to School Update  
Dear Liberty Families, 
 

As August approaches, the start of the school year is right around the corner. While we are scheduled to begin in distance learning 
as required by state mandate, our teachers and school staff are excited to meet our new students and families and welcome back 
returning ones! Please read on for an update on the status of independent study and on campus options, and what the start of the 
school year will look like.  As we finalize our program, we now need families to make a firm commitment to a school choice for the 
first half of the school year.  After reading the options below, please click on the link to the 2020/2021 school choice form.   
 

State Watch List 
Sonoma County continues to be on the California Watch List.  The Governor’s recent order prevents schools from opening if the 
county is on the Watch List, unless the elementary school receives a waiver from the Health Department.  Unfortunately, the State 
hasn’t provided schools a process to request the waiver or for the County Health Department to approve the waivers.  Due to this, 
Liberty will have to begin the school year in a distance-learning format.  We will work to have a waiver approved as soon as 
possible.  We expect to begin the school year in distance learning for at least the first three weeks.    
 

Family School Options  

 Off Campus Option- Home/Independent Study – Some Liberty families are choosing to stay off campus due to health 
concerns.   

o This option will last until the December Winter Break but parents can choose this option for the entire school year. 
o 5 days a week of independent study/distance learning using a combination of online and paper/pencil activities.   
o Served by dedicated Independent Study staff. 
o Parents must be able to provide support at home. 
o Attendance and grades are measured by completion and quality of work. 

 On Campus Option- Distance Learning/On Campus Classes 
o This option will begin with distance learning, similar to the program from the spring of last year.  Students will receive 

assignments from classroom teachers and participate in daily videoconference lessons. 
o After Liberty receives a waiver or the County moves off the Watch List and into Stage 3, on campus classes will 

resume in a hybrid model.   
 Kindergarten students will return in an am/pm model five days a week.  The am program will run from 8:00 to 

11:00 and the pm will run from 11:30 until 2:30.   
 1st - 3rd grade classes will return 5 days a week with social distancing protocols in place with small class sizes.   
 4th – 6th grade classes will return in a 2-day a week on campus and 3-day a week off campus model.  Upper 

grade students will attend either Monday and Tuesday or Thursday and Friday.       
o All students will be expected to wear masks in class.  At outdoor recess or PE, students will have the option to go 

without a mask. 
o Families will be expected to monitor for COVID 19 symptoms and the school will provide daily temperature checks for 

all students and staff.   
o Extensive hygiene and cleaning service protocols will be in place. 
o In the event of an on campus COVID 19 case, the School will follow the County Health Department protocols. 
o When the County moves into Stage 4, upper grade classes will be brought back 5 days a week, if class numbers can 

allow for the required social distancing.       
 

Please remember to click on the link to fill out your school choice form.  Take care of yourselves and your families and remember the 
Liberty staff is committed to safely reopening as soon as possible.  

 

Sincerely, 
 

Chris Rafanelli  

 

Chris Rafanelli  
 
 

 


